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PREFACE ix

ment of Ramus as a mathematician. I am also
indebted to Miss Betty Joffe, and to my wife,
Helen Wadsworth Graves, for several changes in
the manuscript and assistance in carrying the
book through press.

The engraved likeness of Ramus, which forms
the frontispiece of this book, I also owe to Pro-
fessor Farrington, who sought it out for me, and
to the distinguished M. Chatelain, Conservateur
de la Bibliothéque de la Sorbonne, who photo-
graphed the picture for me from the Bzblkothéque
de Boissard and developed the plate with his own

hands.
F.P.G.

AUGUST, 1913,
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18 PETER RAMUS

Quintilian, whose absolute authority he by no means
admitted.! In his general attitude it is likely that he
was indebted to Lefévre and Jean le Masson (‘La-
tomus’), and in certain parts of his work to Oronce
Finée,? the mathematician, and to Etienne Dolet,
Louis Meigret, Jacques Dubois, and other gramma-
rians of his own time and land.{ But we shall have
further opportunity to witness these influences
fairly as we follow out the life and work of our re-
former. We have now surveyed his intellectual,
political, and social setting, and can hold him some-
what in perspective.
1See pp. 42 fi. : 3 See p. 59.
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42 - PETER RAMUS

canceled the interdict and the parlement registered
his decision. Thus, says Ramus, “the true God who
knows to what end he has produced his creatures,
reserved the conclusion of my case for the good King
Henry, who having heard the controversy recounted,
unbound my tongue and hands, and gave me the
right and power to pursue my studies.” !

This gave Ramus a iatitude in pursuing his studies
:nd GIETAIN «OIK DAL e was not slow to utilize. In
-m¢ a.seems ... versity) of Talon he had the
SN . I Sotsarutons narrated, and through the

“aies .. . so3xc Tted there were published new
«  ~ .-w .uucmied books with many
L em et —cuilvUS Ramus himself within
- s .. —ue.tw S Cvilupeniaries on the letters
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THE BREACH WITH ARISTOTLE 47

But to prevent any recurrence of this chicanery
and persecution, the cardinal now persuaded the
king to establish a hew chair of Eloquence and
Philosophy at the College of France, and appoint
Ramus to the position. This step was taken, and,
while as principal of the College of Presles, Ra.mus;x
was still amenable to the University, as lecturer
at the Royal College he became dependent only
upon the king. He was thus afforded an unwonted
freedom to develop his reforms, and the hostility
and envy of the Aristotelians and conservatives was
for a brief space estopped.
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IxciZed umanimously that my students should be
s>mpletely restored to their former privileges, that
artures on philosophy should be given at the regular
hours on the days ordinarily set for university
sessions. and that in the remaining hours of the
regular days I might lecture upon the poets, orators,
and other classic authors, instead of upon phi-
losophy. And it was just this union of ‘ eloquence’
and philosophy for which I had been so long con-
tending! . .
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90 PETER RAMUS

of France and hitherto unknown in the history of the'
institution. This last step was too much for Ramus
to endure, and he straightway addressed a Remon-
strance to the Privy Council.!

The fear of the Guises, however, was too strong to
permit any appeal to be effective, and Ramus, for
all his pains, succeeded only in changing the envy of
his rival to a mortal hatred. The spite of Carpenta-
rius soon showed itself in a series of libels and accu-
sations against Ramus,? which grew so scurrilous
and serious that the reformer was forced to have his
defamer prosecuted and forced to retract.? There-
upon Carpentariusendeavored to have him mobbed or
assassinated, but, thanks to the courage and presence
of mind of Ramus, these attempts also failed.

About this time (September, 1567) the Guises had
succeeded in fanning another civil war into flames.
Ramus escaped the massacre that ensued by fleeing
to the camp of the Protestants at St. Denis, and
while not taking part, he was a spectator at.the in-

! Remonstrance aw conseil privé (1567). The most important
portions of this are quoted by Waddington, pp. 411-417. It
Kives a good account of the details that have been outlined above.

2 See Jacobi Carpentarii admonitio ad Thessalum (Paris, 1567) ;

durati Poématia, 1. IV, pp. 275 fi.

Nancel, p. 63.
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CONVERSION, PERSECUTION, AND DEATH 107

for they know not what they do!” Shot through the
head and pierced with a sword, he was flung from the
window. His fall was somewhat broken by a pro-
jecting roof, and the body fell palpitating into the
courtyard of the college. There further indignities
were heaped upon the body, and it was dragged with a
rope through the streets until the Seine was reached,
where a surgeon struck off the head, and the trunk was
cast into the river. Later it was drawn ashore again
and hacked to pieces on the banks of the Seine.





































































30 _ PETER RAMUS

extraneous, and repetitious material. There like-
wix appears here a new principle of organiza-
e, which savors more of a scholastic origin, and
v wh\X we shall hear again later. This is his
N\\~omy.” or consistent division of each class into
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THE CONTENT AND METHOD OF THE TRIVIUM
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THE CONTENT AND METHOD OF THE TRIVIUM 159

Gradually, however, he should strive not to imi-
tate the great Roman orator slavishly, but to
become as independent as possible and even to
surpass him. Throughout this training in dialectic,
while, in keeping with the law of ‘justice,” there is
no repetition of grammar and rhetoric, no part of
the instruction of the previous four years is to be
neglected, and, according to his principle of ‘com-
bined use,’! every exercise must be couched in correct ‘IJ
grammar and ornate language.

1 See p. 141I.
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AND METHOD OF THE QUADRIVIUM

oeo..; or.o.zv* paAIn>
uqds
- voapasiod
3uoiqo pIezaq wreasd
33* Sv&ﬁo_o::&w ey w ama| ™ ” J—
Tespeviuad
prmeisd
Jnu_ka%« paAInd
Tenaap
uwossjod
umzaden payy
EBEB._ o weg p oFow T ? saingg
ms [ opjusd | PP ._._-aou.m._
arm1q0 353; nsue) samd
198 ’
:o_ﬁcacum
1
;.._._-_u_uﬂﬂ_.ﬂ_h&& ot |
wo133053930}
apmyyans
3.:39!—& uﬂ_:.aoﬁ oA Jo
on
SIIWR _o:-._ suopves
atvwpd }  ouo jo
$wmpso j 7

Pios

3093
-1ms

sunsy

s

(swopma1)
STOINge,

Raj| om) P
dag{ 900 o

wuy £q
popunog

oy
1o soopy
_.‘l

Ardood
sounsew
1o We o,
“Caprmod)

































- -- il
el ~epprse

Lot L ZHeem
N . P
- _.-\ a ._. -

- PR, .
- ceeveay e
bt S

-~ R -
<

. . .- .
— Ins Do s

N et . e
‘- Traute L e

- - vea Caee
B RS .

. .t fm - T .

- - e I




179

HIGHER AND PROFESSIONAL STUDIES
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